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DANIEL 
S C H Ä R
Rhythmic combination of painting 
and Music by Daniel Schär
What first got you into art and music and how 
was the beginning? 

As a small boy, I discovered music in the se-
venties and already developed a great affi-
nity for current rock music and also for the 
piano music of  Frédéric Chopin. I passiona-
tely played guitar, and piano and also sang 
in a classical choir.
The combination of  my painting and mu-
sic came about in 1991. At the time, I was 
working in a disused factory that produced 
paper and cardboard. The high and bright 
rooms in this studio were very inspiring. In 
my record collection, I discovered three LPs 
with recordings of  the cantata music of  Jo-
hann Sebastian Bach. The music and the 
lyrics touched me very much, and I listened 
exclusively to this music for several months 
and painted it.
Now that I knew the pieces of  music inside 
out, I asked myself  if  there would be more 
of  these cantata pieces. It was precisely at 
this time that a music publisher published all 

the 200 existing cantata pieces in a CD co-
llection. So the new publications were sent 
to me at regular intervals and I decided to 
paint an acrylic painting in the format of  
70x70cm to match each cantata.
I let each cantata play until I was satisfied 
with the design of  the picture and harmo-
nizing with the music. I completed the last 
cantatas in 2001, after 10 years. Parallel to 
this music, I was also inspired by the music 
of  the Estonian composer, Arvo Pärt. Arvo 
Pärt is a contemporary, classical compo-
ser and currently lives in Berlin. In the fo-
llowing years, I continued to be inspired by 
music and turned more and more to jazz.

Tell us about your creative process with music 

and your Color Kitchen.

Over the years, I have bought color pig-
ments all over the world and kept them 
in my studio for a long time. Since 2019 I 
have been busy using up these pigments. 
Since the large-scale picture project entit-

led «unterwegs», a large part of  my works 
have been created with the help of  these co-
lor pigments. Every day I stir together the 
currently desired colors of  pigments with 
the right acrylic binder and when listening 
to music I let myself  be inspired by these 
sounds to my color compositions.
In the flow of  this inspiring music, I intuiti-
vely grasped the dynamics and atmosphere 
and designed the various painting surfaces 
(mostly canvases, wooden boards, and hand-
made paper).

What is your favorite music to paint and which 
musicians inspire you the most?

Statistically speaking, the music of  Johann 
Sebastian Bach has inspired me to create 
the largest number of  paintings to date. I 
must have painted more than 250 works to 
his music. Among other things, in addition 
to the 200 cantata paintings, paintings of  
the 32 Goldberg Variations and the 12 cho-
rales of  the St. Matthew Passion were also 
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created. Over the past three years, I’ve been 
most inspired by the music of  Chicago sa-
xophone player Chico Freeman.
I often work in phases or cyclically and in a 
series of  paintings. The music has to appeal 
to me, touch me inwardly, and reach me. I 
always have to find out which music guides 
and moves me best and when is the right 
time. In corresponding phases, in addition 
to classical and jazz music, rock, blues, and 
pop music also drove me forward and inspi-
red me into the appropriate mode.
Yes, if  the music can’t inspire me, it remains 
painterly quiet and I prefer to work in silen-
ce and on other topics.

Could you tell us about the exhibition you crea-
ted interacting with nature “Pictures by the 
Wayside”

Prehistory
It should be a handful of  larger pictures. I 
had been carrying the idea around with me 
for a long time. The leg length of  each pic-
ture should be 200 cm. The other leg would 
vary between 100 to 170 cm in length. After the 
start, I got into an extraordinary flow of  painting.

After three months, I already had a consi-
derable number of  new works together, so 
I decided to publish a catalog with the title 
“On the Road”. It should be possible to in-
terpret this for two exhibition projects.
But it didn’t come to that. Although the ca-
talog was printed in February 2020, the loc-
kdown and the Corona pandemic abrupt-
ly put an end to the exhibition projects. 
However, the creative thrust continued and 
the “handful” of  pictures eventually beca-
me over 120 works, all with a leg length of  
200cm.
Nature Impressions
During the Corona months in spring 2020, 
I walked a lot. On almost daily walks toge-
ther with my wife, we explored the events 
in nature and landscape in shorter and lon-
ger routes. We listened to the unknown bird 
calls, watched the blossoming of  the flowers, 
enjoyed the silence, discussed God and the 
world, and watched with fascination the 
growth and beauty of  the fruit fields. On 
the way to the neighboring villages and back 
into the studio. There, the impressions and 
thoughts found a pictorial expression.

There were no exhibition opportunities du-
ring this time, visits to the studio were only 
possible to a very limited extent. 
The idea
During the many walks, the idea matured 
to show the exhibits in the great outdoors. 
Why not where the impressions and thou-
ghts for these pictures on the road were 
taken? An open-air exhibition where people 
can walk outside in the countryside to the 
works and discover them. At the end of  the 
tour, a visit to the studio where the pictures 
were painted.
Implementation 
After these considerations, the project quic-
kly became concrete. All ten landowners 
spontaneously and willingly permitted me 
to use the grassy areas along the way. The 
project “Pictures set up by the wayside” 
could therefore be implemented.
The plan was to set up the stations on Good 
Friday and open the tour with 69 stations 
and 120 pictures to the public on Easter Sa-
turday 2021. 
There was a large parade of  our children 
and their partners and a few friends and 
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the stations were set up in glorious sunshine 
with a lot of  eagerness, commitment, and 
enthusiasm.
My poet friends Peter Behncke, Albrecht 
Gralle, and Mathias Jeschke spontaneously 
agreed to write or provide texts for the indi-
vidual pictures. The poems were published 
on my website and could be accessed via 
QR codes with a smartphone.
Many visitors were enthusiastic and touched 
by this extraordinary display and installa-
tion of  the paintings in the great outdoors.

What is the message you would like to transmit 

with your Artwork?

When I was about seventeen years old, I le-
afed through an art book with pictures from 
the Cubist period. These reproductions with 
paintings by Cézanne, Picasso, and Braque 
touched, fascinated, and gripped me dee-
ply. These color tones and compositions left 
such an impression that I was sure of  myself: 
I wanted to be a painter.
Expressing the unspeakable with colors and 
shapes, tracking down hunches and secrets, 
and being able to depict life force, and joy, 

have taken hold of  me so deeply that even 
after more than 40 years, I continue to re-
search and paint incessantly and with undi-
minished enthusiasm on this secret of  where 
from and whither. Power, dynamism, mo-
vement, the interplay of  light and dark, joy 
and sorrow, and the tension between pain 
and hope are the recurring “vibes” in my 
works.
As I get older, I experience how everything 
in our lives is given to us – I would like to 
pass this on in a painterly way.

Describe to us how you met Saxophone player 
Chico Freeman.

One of  my friends accompanied Chico Fre-
eman several times at his concerts and do-
cumented him photographically. He told me 
about his enthusiasm for Chico’s music and 
gave me his latest CD « Arrival ».  
Since the music appealed to me very much, 
I immediately began to paint large-format 
pictures for it. A few weeks later, this friend, 
together with Chico Freeman, visited me 
in my studio and we immediately got into 
a very lively and inspiring exchange. Chico 

liked these pictures and I asked him if  he 
would be interested in an exhibition to play 
the corresponding music live in front of  the-
se exhibited paintings.
He immediately asked his bass player Heiri 
Känzig if  he could take time off for this event. 
But unfortunately, it didn’t come to that. 
The lockdown and the Corona pandemic 
abruptly ruined all planned exhibition pro-
jects.

What are your next projects? 

Since June of  this year, Chico and I have 
been in a lively exchange and working in 
my studio. He improvises on his musical 
instruments and I paint live. These sessions 
and conversations will be audio-visually re-
corded. And now we are in the process of  
finding suitable places to bring this project, 
with the working title « unfinished », live in 
front of  the audience – live music and live 
painting.
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